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into collision. The Eeformed Church may he sepa-
rated from the State under the presidency of M,
Thiers, hut the next government may regard it as a
dangerous community, and even refuse it a concordat.
This is not likely to he the case with the Eeformed
Church. But it is quite likely that the Catholic
Church may again possess wealth equal to what it
had before the Eevolution. It may then be really
dangerous to the State, and in self-defence the State
may have again to take the Church's property, and in
return to salary its priests, or perhaps to banish them,
as Bismarck has had to do with the Jesuits. "We do
not know what there is in the State-connection in
France which makes the Eeformed Church desirous to
be free from it, especially after the amount of liberty
conferred by the President of the Eepublic. If there
is any benefit in the State-connection, they renounce
that and give it up to the Catholics. If, as the Non-
conformists in England say, the State-connection
produces inequality among the ministers of the
different Churches, the Protestants are giving up a
vantage-ground which they now possess. If, as
Matthew Arnold says, to be out of the national
Church is to be separated from the currents of
national life, then the French Protestants are taking
steps to become a little sect as narrow and peculiar as
some of the little sects ^[in England. But it Is just
possible that their future history may show that these
theories are, like the webs of spiders, very fragile and
very easily swept away. The Synod has acted
deliberately, and has probably done what is best in
the circumstances.